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PREFACE

College Planning Guidse updated and reprinted annually le
Accord Institute Although there are lots of information on the
internet about college planning, it is easydet lost if you do not
know what you are looking forThis guide compiled all the
necessary information needed for the student starting high
school. It is given to entering high school students order to
provide important information as students beginaphing for
their postsecondary education.

The booklet includes specific information on college entrance
testing, financial aid, and college application procedures. Some
sections are designed to raise questions about individual priorities
and to offer geeral guidance concerning adequate high school
preparation. Other parts provide information about resources
available for further research. Finally, the concluding section
suggestsa four your plan for high schostudents. That is to say,

all years from freshman to senior yearare filled with
recommended tests, courses, activities etc.

We hope you will find this variety of resources useful as you plan
your educational opportunities for after high school. As always,
we look forward to assisting you in amay possible.

Accord Institutefor Education Research
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IMPORTANCEOF COLLEGEPLANNING

College planning is the process that starts when the student
enters high school as a™9grade student. As colleges are
considering a number of factors when aditing the students, it is
essential for students to start this process early and plan their
high school effectively. There are examples of many students with
superb academic records who deserve to go to top colleges but
can not do it because of uneffectiwellege planning. It will make

a lot difference if the student as d"Qrade is aware of college
planning and what the colleges will ask when s/he becomds 12
grade student. In this case, the coursework of the students will be
more focused and organideand they will be prepared exams that
are required by colleges.

Students and parents are encouraged to contact respective
a0Kz22fQa O2ffS3IS | ROA&A2NA I
with postsecondary planning. All students will have a chance to
discuss the issues surrounding psstondary planning in their
junior advisory meetings in the spring and will be urged to initiate
individual appointments. Parents are also encouraged to meet
with the college advisor. Many students and parents have a
family conference with a college advisor in the spring of junior
year or early fall of senior year to establish a direction for future
activities. A series of evening meetings also provides anviear

of the postsecondary planning process as well as dpeci
information on testing, interviews, essawyriting, financial aid,
and Guidance Office resources and materials. Parents and
students are encouraged to attend these sessions. Please, contact
college advisor at your school for schedules of meetings etc.
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WHAT DO COLLEGEY.OOK FOR

Say you are in the beginning of the high schoﬁlc(@ 1d" grade)
and one of your aims is to go tatop college. Soirfst question
that comes toyour mindis probably:

What criteria do colleges use to admit the students?

There is no magic formulmr most of the collegesThey look at all
parts of the application including academic and remademic
achievements. Most colleges receive thousands of applications
from high school seniors each year . To select the best oféke b
colleges mainly look at the following five factors

1 Academic RecordéhighGPAfigorous curriculum filled with
honors courses anAP tests)

Required TestsSAT or ACT

Personal Essays

Recommendatiorietters from Teachers

= =4 =4 =

Extracurricular Activities

Now we will go through each of these parts in detail
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ACADEMICRECORDS

Even if youare 9" grade studentstart planning from now about
what courses you will take during your high schgehbrs It is
never early to start preparing for college. Meet yooollege
advisor and discuss your plans for the next four years. It is
strongly recommended that coursework of the student include
the following courses: four years of English, four years of
mathematics, three years of sciendbree years of social scieas
and two years of foreign language. addition to maintaining high
GPA, midentsare expectedo build rigorous courseload and take
challenging courses in the fields they are interested most. If
possible, they should take more honors courses, AP ceuseé
even courses fronmeighboringcommunity college or university.
Students need to find a good balance between quantity and
quality of the courses they tak@&here is a special section on page
11 about AP testsi-or more information on early planninglgase
refer to last parton pages 6-62 of the guide where four year
action plan is written.
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REQUIREDTESTS

Students planning to attendollege after graduation need tiake
SAT Reasoning Testhis testis required by most fouyear
colleges and some tvyear colleges. Students should plan to take
the SAT Reasoning Testdainf appropriatethe SAT Subject Tests
in the spring of the junior year and probably again in the fall of
their senior year. Colleges may accept the Adieunof the SAT
tests(see pagell).

SATREASONINGTEST

The SAT Reasoning Teist a three hour and fortfive minute
exam that measures ability to critically reason and apply
mathematical concepts and writeThis testconsists of three
major sections: Critical Reading, Mathematiaed Writing. Each
section receives a score on the scale of-800, making the total
possible score 2400. Students who are accepted by top
universities generally have scores 2000 or aboVke SATis
offered seven times a year in the United States, ictoDer,
November, Decelver, January, March, May and June. Precise
dates for the current year can be learned from your college
advisor. Registration forms are available in the Guidance Office
along with a booklet entitlediTaking the SAT Reasoning Eest
Raistration forms should be mailed directly to Princeton, New
Jersey. Students may also registetine at

http:// www.collegeboard.com

SATSUBJECTTESTS

SAT Subject Testse required by some private colleges, usually
the more competitive institutions. Tse coleges that do require

the Subject Test2 T 1Sy NBIdzZANBE (62 2N G§KNBSc
responsibility to check with each college and learn the
requirements. Tests are offered in Literature, US History, World
History, Mathematics Level 1, Mathemaid_evel 2, Biology,
Chemistry, Physics, Chinese with Listening, French and French
with Listening, German and German with Listening, Modern
Hebrew, Italian, Japanese with Listening, Latin, Spanish and
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Spanish with Listeninglf you want to take Subject Tem Math,
note that some top universitieprefer you take the test in Math
Level 2 instead of Math Level 1

All SAT Subject Tests last for one hour, and a student can take a
maximum of three on a given test date. Students should confer
with their colleg advisors to determine if and when to take a
specific test. For example, students should plan to take the Math
Level ltest after the Advanced Algebra/Trigonometry sequence,
usually June of the junior year.

Because last minute cramming is not likely ® df much use, a
studernt who decides to take an SALbject Test in a subject he or
she has not studied recently should review the course material
over several weeks. Sample questions are containad aking

the SAT Subject Tesétsa booklet that studets can obtain in the
Guidance Office of their respective school. In addition,
preparation books for specific SAT Subject Tests are commercially
available in many bookstores.

/| KSO1 @& 2 dzRdlle§geORxangnatiara Board (CEEB) High
School number Test @nters are listed in the back of the
registration bulletin and on line, and there are many in the area.

Students are reminded to bring a picture I.D. with them to the
test. If student does not have an I.D. with a picture, they should
request an identittation letter from the Guidance office a few
days before the scheduled test.

College Board also offeBSATwhich is practice test for the SAT.
More importantly, scores from the PSAT are used to determine
the eligibility for the National Merit Scholarshiprogram. The
PSAT is offered once a year in Octoberlt is strongly
recommended that the students start taking PSAT in their
freshman year. Please look @our Year Plagson pages 5-62

for more infomation on planning for the PSAT.
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FEEWAIVERS

Fee wvaivers are available to students who need financial
assistance. Students that are granted fee waivers are also eligible
for free college applications. If the cost of making application to
college will be an obstacle, it is important to ask for the SAT fe
waiver to ensure this benefit. Fee waiven® also available for

the SAT Subject Tests

TESTSCORES ANDSCOREREPORTS

{GdzRSyiaQ &a02NB NBLRZ2NIa ¢Att oS
about five weeksafter the test. If students request that their

scores e sent to colleges or scholarship programs, a report will

be sent to each, usually within four weeks after the test. The high
school will also receive a score report if studeptsvide their

high school code.

Score reports areumulative They include iformation provided

on thedStudent Descriptive Questionnagrandscores for the SAT
Reasoning and SAT Subject TedRegardinghe ACT, stdents

may select which scores to forward to colleges. A score report will
also list all the colleges and scholagsiprograms designated to
receive scores, with descriptive and deadline information about
each of the colleges listed. (This list of colleges does not appear
on reports sent to colleges.)

If it is necessary to send test scores additional collegesan
oAdditional Report Request Foéntan be used. One is usually
sent in the admission packet. These forms are also &laifeom

your college advisor This can be handled through the
collegeboard.com site, too. This service is also available by phone
at an additional chargeRequests should be made at least five
weeks before the date colleges and scholarship programs need to
receive a report. College and scholarship codes appear in the
Registration Bulletin andnline.
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THEACT
Another standardizd college admissions test, is administered by
the American College Testing Service located in lowa City, lowa.

The ACT is composed of four 35 to 50 minute sections in English
usage, mathematics usage, social studies reading, and natural
science reading. HB main difference between the ACT and the
SAT is the ACT is a yardstick of both reasoning ability and
knowledge of specific subject matter covered in classes. If
students need more information about the ACT, they should go to
the http:// www.act.org website or check with theircollege
advisor ACT applications are available in the Guidance Office.
Some students take the PLANetpractice test for the ACT.

ADVANCEDPLACEMENT(AP) TESTS

The Advanced Placement Teg¢AP Td$ allow current high school
students to demonstrate college level proficiency achieved in
demanding high school course work. A student does not need to
be enrolled in a specifically designated AP course to take the
exam in that subject, but it is expedtghat advanced study in a
demanding curriculum will be necessary to perform well on
Advanced Placement exams.

High number of AP tests will certainly increase the chance of the
the applicant for admission. Students who are accepted by top
universities usully take at least fivesix AP tests until they enroll.

It is also possible teee students who takeen or more AP tests.
However, he AP exam isot required as part of the college
admissions processand many students who choose to take AP
exams do so inthe spring of their senior year, well after
admissions decisions are made.
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College policies vary in how AP scores are used. Students are
advised to check with the college they plan to attend to
RSGSNXAYS (GKS O2ffS3aSqQa LiAPAOR
exam might be of use for a given student. High scores on AP
exams may permit students to be exempted from certain college
courses, may provide credit for some college course work, or may
provide access into honors or other specialized programs.

TOEH. (TEST OFENGLISH AS AOREIGNLANGUA)

The purpose of the TOEFL test is to evaluate the English
proficiency of students whose native language is not English. Any
student whose native language is not English should check with
her or hiscollegeadvisorto see if this test might be necessary.
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PERSONALESSAYS

The personal essays one part of the application process that
gives students the opportunity to inform admissions officials
about their special abilities, interests, and qualities, or about any
significant factors that might set them apart from a large number
of qualified applicants. As many colleges begin to doubt the
usefulness of standardized test scores, college essays are being
given more weight than ever in the admissions process. While a
superb essay will not cancel out a poor high school record, a well
written essay can make a student with a good record stand out
from the other applicants.

Colleges that ask students to write essays really do want to know
the person behind the numbers. A gba&ssay can present the
student as an interesting and valuable person who is worth
knowing, who is genuine, thoughtful, engaging, and able to
handle what he or she has set out to do. An essay can also
comment on any setbacks the student has suffered qiar any
gaps in the academic record.

In general, essays are evaluatedtbree basic criteria:

1. The student's ability to use standard written Englighat
is correctly written, punctuated, and contains correct
grammar, usage, and syntax.

2. The content, subsnce, and depth of insightwhich
reflects the student's ability to think about him/her self
and to convey authentic feelings or opinions about a topic.

3. Creativity and originalitywhich shows an individual who
would bring qualities such asntellect, initative, energy,
and a fresh viewpoint to the college community.

Students writing college essays would do well avoid the
following:
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Inflating experiences, trying too hard to impress, or
adopting a pompous or overly intellectual tone.
Expressions of aeg or hostility toward others.

Mere repetition of information that is available elsewhere
in the application.

Undue influence by parents or other adults in the writing
of the essay. The voice of an adult can easily come
through an essay too strongly andogvn out the authentic
voice of the student writer.

General statements and clichés that make the essay
unremarkable from hundreds of similar essays which
admissions officials read. Telling details and specifics
make the essay "live."

Being overcautious aioo eager to please the admissions
committee. A mediocre essay won't hurt the applicant
much, but a truly good one can help immensely.

EXAMPLES OFCOLLEGEESSAYQUESTIONS
The questions below are typical examples of those which
frequently appear in colige applications:

T

Describe your most significant personal experience. Why
was it significant and how has it influenced you?

Identify and discuss a significant problem facing your
generation.

What have you read that has a special significance for
you? Exg@in why.

Describe a person or experience of particular importance
to you.

Please describe the reasons that influenced you in
selecting your intended field of study.

If you could travel through time and interview a prominent
figure in the arts, politics, t@gion, or science, for example,
whom would you choose and why?

Describe your experience in living in a racially, culturally,
or ethnically diverse environment; what do you expect to
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need to know to live successfully in the multicultural
society in the fuire?

1 Make up a question, state it clearly, and answer it. Feel
free to use your imagination, recognizing that those who
read it will not mind being entertained.

1 Please use the space provided to indicate what you
consider your best qualities to be, and dabe how your
college education will be of assistance to you in sharing
these qualities and accomplishments with others.
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RECOMMENDATIONLETTERS FROM EACHERS

Although college requirements vary with respect to teacher
recommendations, it is suggested thstudents get at least two
academic teacher references. Colleges prefer recommendations
from teachers of courses taken in the junior or senior years.
Because teacher recommendations take a great deal of time to
write, students should not ask more thawa academic teachers

to write them a reference. If a student feels that she or he may
need more than two references, s/he should talk to the college
advisor. Once a student identifies those teachers s/he wishes to
ask, s/he should do the following:

i Provde each teacher with information such as a written
summary of your activities ( a resume), names of colleges
to which you are applying, and your personal goals in
order to assist the teacher in writing the recommendation.

1 Be sure you allow your teachers dwio four weeks to
complete your recommendation.

1 Ask your teacher to return it directly to the College's
Admissions Office. Provide the teacher with a business
size envelope, address it to the college, place a stamp on
it, and jot the school's deadline ae inside flap of the
envelope.

If a college application you are completing contains its own
Teacher Recommendation Form(s), we suggest the following:

1 Complete the steps as outlined above.
T CAftf 2dzi GKS LISNRAR2YIf AYyF2NX¥IGA
teachea form, then give it to the teacher with the materials
listed. If you request the letter before you are sure of
which colleges you are applying to, provide those
materials to the teacher as soon as possible.
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EXTRACURRICULARCTIVITIES

Cdleges are alsointerested in extracurrivular activities that
students are pursuingexamples of extracurricular activities may
include school club, volunteer work, community service, music,
scientific research, athletics or leadership and initiative in the
school activiles. However, you should keep in mind thatthis
case it is not about the number of activities that students are
involved. Insteadit will be more effective ifyou can show your
passion irone ortwo activitiesrather than listing more clubs with
minima involvement. Furthermore, olleges look at honors,
awards andrecognitionsboth in academical and neacademical
settings
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APPLICATIONTIPS

APPLYINGONLINE AND COMMONAPPLICATION

Many school offer students the option of applyietgctronically.
There is also dme system through Common Application
(http:// www.commonapp.ory which is used by more than 300
colleges. If submitted this way, the student will save lots of time
because ghe will ill the form once which will be used by all
colleges that are in Common Application. Note that some
universities require supplements to Common Application.

YOURTRANSCRIPTPACKAGE PUTTING ITTOGETHER

LG Aa (GKS adddzZRSydQa NippgidaibyidAoAf Ale
complete in the Guidance Office. The entire package will be sent

out together from the office.

y FTRRAGAZ2Y G2 GKS &addzZRSydQa L2 NIA:
and universities require a number of supplemental pieces of
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information which,i I { Sy G23SGKSNE F2N¥Y | add
LI O1F3S¢ o ¢CKAa OGN YAONRLIG LI O11I1 3S
the Guidance Office directly to each college to which a student is

FLILX @Ay 3o I addzZRSydQa GNIFyaONRLI L

1 A transcript of high saol courses

9 A school recommendation

1 An optional character reference from someone who knows
the student outside of school such as a coach, activity
advisor, or employer

1 A personal statement

1 The copy of college entrance exam scores, including SATs
and Subjet Tests. Official scores still need to be sent
directly from CEEB in New Jersey to the college

1 First quarter grades

1 Secondary School Report and Teacher Evaluation Forms
FNRBY (GKS O2f t. ¥:hSclage hpplicitionOF (G A 2y
contains a Secondary Schoolp@de Form, complete the
personal information section on the form and submit it to
the Gudance Office. Request that be sent along with
your transcript and the other materials you are releasing.

91 A descriptive profile ofour school

1 Activities Record Wosheet or Resume: This form, which
outlines your extrecurricular activities, may be included in
your transcript package.

1 The MidYear Report and Final Report: The Guidance
Office will send migiear assessments to all schools for
which an application haveen sent. At the end of the
fourth quarter in June, your transcript will be
automatically sent to the school that you indicate to us
that you will be attending.

T hiKSNJ AYF2NXVIGA2YyS>S &dzOK a O2LA
Education Plan, and special educatiotesting, if
appropriate.

19| Page



TRANSCRIPTPACKAGERELEASEPROCEDURE

Your written consent must be given to the Guidance Office to

have your transcript package released. No less than two weeks

before each college application deadline, you need to fill o on

G{ d0dzZRSy G wSO2NR /2yaSyid C2NX&éd hy
indicate where you wish to have your information sent.

LG Aa GKS &addzRSyidQa NBaLRyaaAoAf Al
applications are met and the correct materials are identified to be

sent. If you need help filling out an application or Consent Form,

see the college advisor.

The Guidance Office will receive a reply card from the college
once your materials have arrived. Students should check with the
college advisor to make sure the regplgrd has been received.
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APPLICATIONPROCESS

COLLEGESEARCH
The following factors should be considered before beginning your
college search:

SELF-EXPLORATION

What are your interests, abilities, goals, and expectations?
Students should review the coursevork, extracurricular
activities, or community service that they have found most
interesting throughout their high school years. Academic records,
standardized testing, special awards, and feedback from teachers,
coaches, club advisors, and other aduén help students assess
activities. Career interest inventories and other information in the
Guidance Office may be useful in considering personal and career
goals. Students are encouraged to ehavith their college advisor

to explore all these factors.

WHAT ARE YOULOOKING FOR IN THEOLLEGEYOU CHOOSP
1 Type of institution Two or four yearprivate or public
1 Geographid_ocation:Region, state, distance from home
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1 Majors offered/curriculunt Engineering, natural sciences,
liberal arts business

1 Setting Urban, rural, sburban

1 Size of institution Small, medium, large, very large

1 Selectivity Very diffiault, moderately difficult, open
admission

9 Cost Tuition, room and board, boks fees, travel, financial
aid

1 Diversity. Race, religio, national, internationalage

1 Extracurricular activities Soorts, entertainment, cuure,
religious, educational

1 Housing On/off campus, coed, single sex, special iest,
size of room, food, megillans rules, roommates

1 Facilities Building, architecture, libraries, student umis,
classrooms, lecture halls, labs, recreational/athletic
offerings, stoes, laundry, handicapped access

1 Specialized Program$rograms and services for students
who are learning disabled, physically challenged, or who
have English as a second language.

COLLEGEAPPLICATIONPOLICIES

Explained below are the most common application plans students
may encounter during the college admissions process. Given the
variety of plans and the subtle differences between them,
students should read each college's litersg carefully.

REGULAR APPLICATION DEADLINE AND THECANDIDATES
REPLYDATE

Many colleges establish an application deadline by which all
applications must be received. Most regular applications
deadlines arebetween January 1 and February 1l students
are then notified of the college's decisions at a uniform response
date, typically on or before Aprilst.

At most colleges, May 1st is the date by which accepted
applicants must indicate their intention to enroll. By use of a
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common reply date, students ay evaluate all notices of
admission and financial aid awards before deciding on any one
college.

EARLYDECISION

Many collegesoffer this plan to applicants who are sure they
want to attend the college. This college should clearly be the
applicant's fist choice. Traditionally, the deadline for early
decision applications has been November 1st or 15th. Colleges
then render a decision by midecember. Some colleges also
have a second round of early decision (usually in January or

e

If accepted under this plan, the student is under strong ethi
obligation to attend the college and to withdraw or foregi
applications to all other colleges. Some colleges exchange
of students accepted under this program. i

_______________________________________________

February) These latgrdans have the advantage of giving students
more time to think through their decision.

EARLYACTION OREARLY ADMISSION

This program is similar to early decision, except that, if admitted,
the applicant is not ethically obligated to withdraw other
applicdions and has until May 1st to decide.

ROLLINGADMISSIONS

Under this program a college considers a student's application as
soon as all the required credentials have been received.
Notification of acceptance or rejection is mailed as soon as a
decision ismade. Colleges that follow this practice may make
their admissions decisions continuously over several months, in
contrast to the practice of other colleges who accumulate their
applications until a deadline datand then announce all their
decisions athe same time.
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DEFERRED O®ELAYEDADMISSION

Most colleges allow an accepted candidate to postpone
enrollment in a college, generally for one semester or gear.
Talk with your college advisaabout your plans and how to
contact your college of chac

OPENADMISSIONS
An open admissions policy grants acceptance to all high school
graduates without regard to additional qualifications.

COLLEGEREPRESENTATIVEYISITING YOUR SCHOOL
Beginning in late September, college representatives will be
available tomeet with students in prearranged small group
interviews. This is an opportunity for the visiting representative
to "sell" their school's programs. The meetings with college
admissions personnel are not intended to replace a personal
interview or campusvisit, but should allow students the
opportunity to gain a general impression of a college, ask specific
guestions about programs, activities or admissions at that college,
or gather written information about the institution.

Students should review the lowing suggestions:

1 Develop a few specific questions to ask the representative.
Questions might include: special academic interests,
particular sports, support services available, or financial
aid procedures. Collect written materials if you are
interested in that school.

9 Sign a card provided by the collegeThis cardwill put
your name on a mailing list to receive more information
from the school. If you have already visited a college or
had an interview, a quick hello to the admissions person
visiting us provides a good way to be remembered.

1 Ask about the oftampus interview opportunities, if
interested.
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1 Be open to schools that might not have been on your
original investigatindjst but which seem interesting.

VISITING ACOLLEGECAMPUS

A personal it to a postsecondary institution is often the most
useful step in helping stdents and their parents decide whether
or not to apply to a particular school. Students are encouraged to
make use of group tours, open house events and group
information sesions as a way of obtaining fidlsand impressions

of schools they have previously researched.

Visits during the regular academic year provide a more accurate
view of the academic and social life of a campus, but families
often make use of summer vacatida visit several schools that

are at a distance. Where possible, it is a good idea to avoid the
distortions of registration, final exams and special campus events
such as homecomings or festivals. Several high school holidays
such as Columbus Day, Vetesa Day, and February and April
vacations, allow students who visit colleges to minimize the
disruption to their own academic program.

WHAT ARE SOME QUESTIONS TGASK ACOLLEGEADMISSIONS
REPRESENTATIVR

1 What constitutes a typical freshman program?

1 Who teaches freshman coursesgraduate assistants or
permanent staff?

1 What is the average class size for freshman and
introductory courses?

1 Which departments are the strongest?

1 To what extent is there interaction between faculty and

students?

1 How good are the lirary facilities? What are the library
hours?

1 What cultural opportunities are available in the
community?
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1 For what reasons did the students you see on campus
choose that particular college?

1 In their opinions, are these reasons being borne out?

1 What is themakeup of the student body? Are there a
number of foreignstudents and students from all over the
U.S. and from all types of homengronments? Does one
region or class predominate?

1 What types of financial aid available?

1 Is there a professional cosaling service available for
career planning and personal concerns? Faculty advisor?

1 What are the opportunities for participating in
intercollegiate or intramural sports?

1 What type of housing is available to first year students?

Can you pick your roommate

=

1 Is campus security an area of concern to students or
faculty?

WHEN IS AGOODTIME TO VISIT ACOLLEGR

Students should begin planning college visits after they have given
considerable thought to their abilities, interests, and career plans.
They should o consult with the collegadvisorand utilize the
material availablebout the colleges.

Some students begin visiting colleges during the spring of their
junior year. Others visit campuses during the summer between
the junior and senior year. Others feg to wait until the fall of
their senior year. By starting early, the process will feel less
stressful.

How Do YOou MAKE ARRANGEMENT$OR ACAMPUSVISIT?

Many schools offewonline registration for their tours. Students
can also write or call the admiss®wffice of the college in which
they are interested two or three weeks in advance and make
arrangements for a personal interview and a tour of campus
facilities. Some colleges, usually large universitigd offer only
group interviews. At a few colleggetypically the most competitive
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schools, you may need to schedule an interview several months in
advance. Some schools will not be able to grant a personal
interview; they rely on alumnae/alumni interviews which are
arranged after an application is otefi

INTERVIEW

Anticipating vhat questions might be asked during a college
interview and being prepared to answer them is highly
recommended. Always be prepared to answer the "WHY" that
goes with each of these questions.

=

How are you unique?

What do you ddest?

What is the last book you read?

Who is your favorite author?

Who is your favorite character?

Who is your favorite teacher?

What person has influenced you the most?

What event has influenced you the most?

What makes you who you are?

What are your betstraits?

What are your faults?

What is your family like?

Tell me about yourself.

Why do you want to go to college?

What made you select this particuleollege oruniversity?
What do you think you will add tour university?
What do you consider to be yogreatest asset?
What do you consider to be your greatest fault?

To which other colleges are you applying?

What booksnot required by the school have you read
recently?

Where do you picture yourself ten years from now?
What television shows do you watch?

=2 =4 =4 4 4 A5 -5 5 -5 -9 -4 -5 -9 -5 -9 9 -5 -9 -2
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1 What magazines and/or newspapers do you read
regularly?

1 How do you spend a typical afternoon after schook?
typical evening?A typical weekend?

1 Do you have any heroes, contemporary or historical?

1 What have you liked, and what have you disliked about
high school?

1 If you were principal, what would you change?

1 What significant contributions have you made to your
school or your community?

1 What is the most important thing that you've learned in
high school?

1 We have your application, your transcript, your test
scores, and recommendations. Whalsedo you want us
to know about yo@

1 What would you like to know about our school?

TIPSTO REVIEWBEFOREGOINGTO AN INTERVIEW
1 Get name of anyone you talk to when setting up or
planning interview
1 Get name & title of irgrviewer for thank you note &
follow-up
9 Start with your least difficult to get in to schools & least
desired
Prepare answers to anticipated questions
Prepare questions to ask
Dress appropriately & be punctual
Don't offer any negative information. Don't alpgize. You
are the "buyer”

= =4 =4 A

WHAT IS AN ALUMNI ADMISSIONI NTERVIEW?

Some colleges do not give personal interviews to students, but do
offer the option of an alumni interview. Colleges are increasingly
utilizing alumni in the college admissions process.sdme cases

on campus interviews are not granted, but once an application is
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filed, the student may arrange for an alumni interview. Many Ivy
League schools utilize this system.

In other cases, on campus interviews are encouraged, but a
student may be uable to arrange a visit. In such cases, the
alumni interview may be requested, and is a good alternative.
These interviews are arranged through the admissions office and
are often conducted at the alumni representative's home.

SAMPLE THANK YOULETTER TOAN INTERVIEWER

Date
Name of college visited
Address

Dear (Name of interviewer):

| was very pleased to meet with you on (date of interview)
and would like to thank you for the time and consideration you
gave to me during my admission interview to (nanieallege).

| particularly enjoyed (add point(s) which impressed you).

N

Sincerely,

(Your signature)

SUMMER PLANNING ACTIVITIES FORCOLLEGEBOUND
SENIORS

Although summertime is a welcome break for most students from
their high school education, it is a g time to make progress in

planning for education beyond high school. During the summer
before the senior year, there are several things students can do to
help prepare for college applications in the fall. Listed below are
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some suggested activities rédal to college selection and the
application process:

l

Using resources available in the public library and the
suggestions of family and friends, develop and expand
your current list of schools to investigate. Summer is a
good timeto do the research you ay not have found the
time to do in the spring. Learn treompetitive level of the
different colleges, the entrance requirements and the
differencebetween liberal arts and specialized majors.

Try to visit colleges which are difficult to reach during the
school year. Even though the regular students may not be
present, you can still gain much information about the
college environment that will help you make final
selections about the schools to which you want to apply.
Write letters or email to colleges iwhich you have an
interest, requesting a catalog and any other desired
information such as financial aid. Applications are usually
available athe college website. Check to make sure it is a
current application.

Talk with older students who are home o colleges
about which you want to learn more. They should have
"first hand" knowledge to share.

Review college entrance exam dates for the fall and mark
them on a calendar witlregistration deadlines (Deadline
for registration for the ifst exam is sooafter school starts

in Septembey.

If students have not scored as well on previous entrance
exams as they would like, themmay want to use the
summer for individual preparation or for a SAT/ACT review
course.

Consider summer sources of character referensgsh as
employers, activity group leaders, coaches, etc. Ask these
people for a reference during the summer so they will
have time to prepare it by the fall. Students may want to
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identify one or two teachershey might ask for a teacher
reference soon dér the start of the school year.

1 Begin a roughdraft list of activities and interests.
Students might want to include ext@urricular activities,
honors and awards, volunteer or woexperience, travel
or specialinterests. This information will eventlip be
sent to colleges andis often asked aboutduring
interviews.

1 Try writing drafts of the types of essay questions most
commonly found on applications. It helps to begin thinking
of how you might respond to questions concerning books,
career goals, ihfiential people in an applicant's life,
special interests, achievements and events of particular
importance.

INFORMATION FOR STUDENTS WITH LEARNING
DIFFERENCES

Students with identified learningdisabilities may want to
investigate the programs and séres that are specifically
designed to meet their postecondary educational needs. Within
a fouryear college there are often special support services
necessary for the student to succeed in regular classes. These
programs also frequently provide namedit courses which help
the student identify her or his learning style and develop
appropriate compensatory skills. There is often a separate
admissions process to enter a Learning Differences program.

Even in colleges with programs for those with learning
differences, individuals without learning differences may take
advantage of tutorial or other support services. Students with
documented learning differences may request appropriate
modifications such as extended time testing and taping of
lectures.
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As stidents explore possecondary options, they should raise
guestions about the availability of support services, the presence
of trained learning specialists, and the provision for classroom
modification, if necessary. In most instances, students should
indicate in the application process the nature of the learning
services they have received in high school, and the nature of
accommodations that will be necessary in college, if any. If the
school has a special learning support program, the student should
also be in contact with the director of that program during the
admissions process. Colleges that have a program for students
with learning differences frequently require professional
assessments that document and identify the specific learning
disability d the student who is applying.

Students with documented hearing, learning, physical or visual
differences which might impact their performance on college
entrance examinations such as the SAT can receive special
accommodations for testing These accommodians, for eligible
students only, can include additional time to take the tests, large
type test booklets and answers sheets, a deymguage interpreter

or a reader. These accommodations are available during specific
periods of the academic year and dwmt cover all regularly
scheduled test dates.

To be eligible for these special accommodations a student needs
to either have an Individualized Educational Plan that identifies
the need for these testing conditions, a "504 Plan" in force, or
documentation vhich provides independent verification of the
existence and nature of the difference signed by an appropriate
licensed or certified professional. In either case, to qualify for
modifications, a student also needs to be currently receiving
school those modifications for instruction and assessment that
they would receive on the SAT program tests. The SAT company
will review all materials and determine which, if any,
accommodations they will allow. Information about rstandard
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admissions testing is aWable from the Guidance Office.
Registration deadlines apply to n@tandardized testing.

INFORMATION FOR THETUDENTATHLETE

Athletics is an area of special talent that can make a difference in
the college admissions and financial aid process. At most
colleges, athletics are regulated by the rules established by the
NCAA  (National Collegiate  Athletic ~ Associationg
http:// www.ncaa.org

We suggest that student athletes do the following:

1 Let the collegeadvisorknow that you are interested in
competing in ¢&hletics at the college level. We can
introduce you to resources in the careeenter and can
also help you to outline the athletic recruiting processd
what the role of the student athlete should be in that
process.

1 Inform your high school coach that yare interested in
playing that sport ircollege. Work with the coach and ask
if he or she will contact college coaches your behalf.
Give them a copy of your athletic resume.

1 When visiting colleges be sure that you have read the
NCAA Guidelines whickvill inform you of the rules
regarding contacting college coaches.

1 Obtain a copy of th&NCAA Guide for the Colleg®und
StudentAthlete¢ in the Guidance office or go online to:
http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.netThis is the best place
to start to familiaize oneself with the rules, philosophy,
and organization of the NCAA.

To be eligible to participate at the Division | or Il level, students
must be certifiedas eligible by the NCAA Clearinghouse. Pick up a
copy of the pamphletMaking Sure You Are Ebg To Participate

In College Sporés or learn more at the website
http://www.ncaaclearinghouse.net
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COMPUTERSEARCHES

Internet searches enable students to perform a college search, get
information about specific colleges, explore occupations, and

obtain alditional sources of financial aid much more quickly and

efficiently than by any other means.

Many students who want to develop a list of colleges or look for
specific information about individual colleges can use the
http://www.collegeboard.comwebsite from school or home. It is
helpful to create a student account on the site for storing
searches, registering and learning scoréhis welsite contains
information on approximately 4000 twgear and four year
colleges. It enables students to explore colleges that match
certain factors selected by students, such as degree desired,
geographic location, school size, and more. Once a list is
obtained, students can explore individual colleges to and learn
about degree derings, entrance requirements, student life on
campus, and extracurricular activities

Other usefulnternet resources are listed below:

http://www.clas.ufl.edu/CLAS | . ) )
_ _ — Links to all college and universit
[americanuniversitieshtml home pages.

t SESNAR2Y QA 9 R dz
A wide range of information and
resources.

http://www.petersons.com

http://www.finaid.org

Finarcial Aid Information Page

http://ope.ed.gov/security Safety information otollege
campuses.

http://www.embark.com/

Search; apply; test prep.

For information of 1000 US
schools offering merit
scholarships

http://www.meritmoney.com
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THE WAIT LIST: QUESTIONS ANIANSWERS
Should | ask to remain active on the wait list?

Only if you are seriously interested in attending that college. |If
you are, then you should indicate that by informing them in

writing or by returning the postcards many colleges provide for
that purpose as soon as possible. If you definitely will attend if
admitted, tell the college that.

When will | learn if | will be dmitted from the wait list?

The very earliest you can expect to hear from colleges is late April,
but usually not until after the first week of May. Most colleges
will finalize the status of students by June 1st. Occasionally
colleges will extend to stuahts the opportunity to remain on a
wait list throughout the summer.

Should | call the college?

No. Colleges will only ask you to indicate your position in writing.
Until the first week or so of May, colleges rarely have any
information that will be helful to you as you try to calculate your
chances.

What are my chances?

35| Page



Until early May this is an impossible question for even the
colleges to answer. Quite simply, they do not know. Colleges
must wait to hear from all of the students to whom they have
extended an offer of admission. Those students have until May 1
to respond. Often times those responses, mailed on April 30, do
not arrive until May 3rd or 4th. It will all depend on how many
admitted students decide to enroll before May 1st.

How many apflicants usually end up on a wait list?

Usually quite a few. For even a small school-300 is not
unusual. Remember, not everybody who is offered a position on
a wait list will wait to be considered. The initial number placed on
a wait list usually "miks down" quite significantly.

How can | find out what my "rank” is on a wait list?

Colleges will not rank their wait list until after they have heard
from admitted candidates (May*}.

What can | do to improve my chances?

If your transcript since migear is good, sending it along to the
colleges may help. If you've taken on responsibilities, or in any
other way distinguished yourself since you applied, don't hesitate
to let the colleges know. Remember, though, even if you've
completely turned things@und this will not make a difference if
the colleges does not go to its wait list.

Should | try to set up another interview?

Colleges rarely permit second interviews, particularly before May
1st. If you happen to be in the area it doesn't hurt to stop'jogt

to check on things", and to say hello. A major investment of time
and money to visit a college where you have been placed on a
walit list is probably not worth the effort. Consult with the college
advisor regarding this matter. It will vary frorase to case.

What should | do while | wait?

36| Page



Assume you are not going to get in off the wait list. Statistics
clearly indicate the chances are quite a bit less than 50/50. The
most important thing for you to do at this time is to focus on the
options youdo have and make an informed, rational decision
regarding those options.

Should | make an enroliment deposit at my second choice
college?

Yes! Unfortunately this fee is normally not refundable, but it is
important for you to guarantee that you have a pldoea college
next year. Make your deposit before Ma¥. 1

What should | do if I have been placed on several wait lists?

There is nothing wrong with remaining on more than one wait list
as long as each one of them is a school that you are more
interestedin than the options you currently have. Obviously you
can only indicate to one of them that they are your first choice.

Who should | keep informed about my wait list status?

Your parents and your college advisor should be kept advised of
your status. Thex should be no miscommunication or lack of
communication during this time.

SECONDSEMESTERSENIORYEAR:
ISSUES ANFOLLOWTHROUGH

ACADEMICPERFORMANCE

Admissions decisions are also contingent on the successful
completion of all course work, and admissiaficers reserve the
right to question poor second semester performance and, in some
cases, to reverse an admissions decision already madetter
sent by the University of New Hampshire to students whose
concluding high school transcript was considergtsatisfactory
contains the following statements:
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"We have received a report of your final grades for|the
academic year and consider them unacceptable. It is cleaf that
your admission status must be reevaluated and, consequently, |
have suspended yoadmission.

If you wish to communicate with us about ypur
circumstances, please do sowriting within the next five days. |It
is our preference not to talk with you gour parents until w
have received your written communication.

1%

We will comact you again once we have received and
reviewed your statement. At that time we will make| a
determination as to whether it is appropriate for you to meet with
us.

We look forward to hearing from you shortly."

DOUBLEDEPOSITING

Each year some seniors leawa difficult time making up their
minds about which college to enroll in after they have been
accepted. In order to have more time to make a decision they
send deposits to more than one college on or after May 1st. This
is called "double depositing" and unethical practice. Should the
colleges involved determine that a student has "double
deposited,” admission may be jeopardized. It is an acceptable
practice to deposit at one school and maintain your name on a
walit list at another. However, indicaty to two schools that you
will be attending by sending deposits to both should not be
considered.
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TOPUNIVERSITIES

BRIEFFACTS ABOUTTOPUNIVERSITIES

Top Universities can be divided into two main groups. First group
is top universities that are natial and take students from all
over the US. For example, Ya&tarford, Caltech or UCLA. Second
group is the regionaliniversities where most of the incoming
class is from that given state. For example, Universitgafthern
California, University of Chdrnia-Irvine, University of Arizonar
University of NevadaMore information is shown in below table.

: : Class
University Type Examples Grades SAT
Rank
. Caltech,Yale MIT, Mostly As 2100 or more is
TopNational Top 10 % . .
Universities Stanford,Harvard, of class possibly with few | expected out of
UCLAUGBerkeley X A-s 2400
USC, U@vine,
. University of Arizona, Grades are At least 1500. Bettel
Top Regional o Top 20630 s
Universitie University of Nevada, % of class composed of A if it is more than
0
siies University of Colorado, and B 2000
University of Utal X
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SELECTEDTOP NATIONALUNIVERSITIES

Competition at top universities is very highor example, around
25000 high school seniors apply to Stanford University each year.
Among them approximately 2500ustents are admitted, making
the acceptance rate of Stanford 10%. Most of the admitted
students to Stanford have SAT scores in the range of-2600

out of 2400. This range is the score fogjority of the studens

i.e. scores of students betweer25" and 75" percentiles
respectively. That is to say, there may be small number of
students who score below or above that giveamge. Information

for other universities is provided below:

Harvard University
Year Foundedi636
Location:Cambridge, Massachusetts
Total Number of Undergraduate€500
Acceptance Rate9%

SAT Range€100-2400

Yale
Year Foundedi701
Location:New Haven, Connecticut
Total Number of Undergraduate&300
Acceptance Ratel 0%

SAT Range€100-2400
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Stanford
Year Founded1885
Location:Palo Alto, California
Total Number of Undergraduate®8500
Acceptance Ratel0%

SAT Rang&000-2300

Caltech
Year Foundedi891
Location:Pasadena, California
Total Number of Undergraduate€00
Acceptance Ratel 7%

SAT Range&100-2400

MIT
Year Foundedi861
Location:Cambridge, Massachusetts
Total Number of Undergraduatest172
Acceptance Ratet 2%

SAT Rang&000-2300

Princeton
Year Foundedi746
Location:Prineton, New Jersey

Total Number of Undergraduate&000
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Acceptance Ratel0%

SAT Range&1002400

University of California at Los Angeles (UCLA)
Year Foundedi919
Location:Los Angeles, California
Total Number of Undergraduate26000
Acceptance Rate23%

SAT Ranget800-2100

University of California at Berkeley
Year Foundedi868
Location:Berkeley, California
Total Number of Undergraduate25000
Acceptance Rate€24%

SAT Ranget800-2200

Cornell
Year Foundedi865
Location:lthaca, New York
Total Number of Undergraduates:3500
Acceptance Rate21%

SAT Ranget900-2200
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ToPREGIONALUNIVERSITIES
Arizona

University of Arizona
YearFounded:1885

Location:Tucson, Arizona

Total Number of Undergraduate29000
Acceptance Rate79%

SAT Ranget500-1800

Arizona State University
Year Foundedi885
Location:Tempe, Arizona

Total Number of Undergraduatet2000

Acceptance Rate95%

SAT Rangel500-1800

ARIZONA

@@ NORTHERN Northern Arizona University
UNIVERSITY

Year Foundedi1899

Location:Flagstaff, Arizona

Total Number of Undergraduates:5500
Acceptance Rate’5%

SAT Ranget500-1800
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California
University of Southern California
Year Foundedi880
Location: Los Angeles, California

Total Number of Undergraduates:6000

Acceptance Rate25%

SAT Range&t900-2200

University of California at Irvine
Year Foundedi965

Location:Irvine, California

Total Number of Undergraduate22000
Acceptance Rates6%

SAT Ranget600-1900

Univeristy of California at San Diego
Year Foundedi960

Location:La Jolla, California

Total Number of Undergraduate2000
Acceptance Rated2%

SAT Ranget700-2000
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University of California at S#a Barbara
Year Foundedi909

Location:Santa Barbara, California

Total Number of Undergraduates:9000
Acceptance Raté54%

SAT Ranget600-1900

Univeristy of California at Davis
Year Foundedi1905

Location:Davis, Califoria

Total Number of Undergraduate23000
Acceptance Rates9%

SAT Range&t500-1900

University of California at Riverside
Year Foundedi954

Location:Berkeley, California

Total Number of Undergraduates:5000
Acceptance Rate82%

SAT Ranget400-1700
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Colorado

University of ColoradeBoulder
Year Foundedi876
Location:Boulder, Colorado
Total Number of Undergraduate26000
Acceptance Rate81%

SAT Ranget600-1900

Colorado School of Mines
Year Foundedi874
Location:Golden, Colorado
Total Number of Undergraduate300
Acceptance Rate61%

SAT Ranget7002000

University of Denver
Year Foundedi864
Location:Denver, Colorado
Total Number of Undergraduate 5300
Acceptance Rate/4%

SAT Ranget600-1900
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Colorado State University
Year Foundedi870

Location:Fort Collins, Colorado

Total Number of Undergraduate1700
Acceptance Rate86%

SAT Ranget500-1800

University of ColoradeDenver
Year Foundedi912

Location:Denver, Colorado

Total Number of Undergraduates:1700
Acceptance Rate€68%

SAT Ranget400-1800

Nevada

University of NevadaReno
Year Foundedi864
Location:Reno, Nevada
Total Number of Undergraduates:3000
Acceptance Rate88%

SAT Ranget400-1700
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